Rate Making in Practice
special rates are quoted for traffic moving in car loads,
the Inter-State Commerce Commission, nevertheless, refused
to offer special rates when traffic moved in trainloads.
When the Saint David's Sand Company of Canada asked
for special treatment the Board categorically affirmed that
" it has been recognized in the actions of rate regulative
tribunals, both in this country and in the United States,
that, while it is justifiable to base rate differences on
quantity as between less than carload and carload move-
ments, it is not justifiable to make a difference in rate
based en the distinction between carload and trainload
quantities."
It is this volume factor that explains largely why rates
on branch lines should be higher than those on the main
line. The very fact that a branch line is opened out
means that the volume of traffic offering thereon would
not be very considerable and, as a consequence, since the
physical costs of operating a branch line would be as high
as on a main line, the freight rate must be higher. On a
branch line the number of halts will have to be longer,
since each train must stop at almost every station, the
density of traffic would also be less than what it would be
on a main line and, since there would normally be only a
single line, shunting operations entailed in laying off and
taking on wagons and cars would be more prolonged, neces-
sitating the employment of more gangmen and engine
Moreover, over a branch line traffic may some-
, o&e way, that is, traffic would be moving in
a single direction and, therefore, eai's would have to
return emptj on tbe return haul. For example, the branch
line between Dindigul and Pollachi is a distance of 76
miles. Its importance lies in the fact that it connects up
the main line on the metre guage with the broad guaga
line at Goimbatore and links up with Palghat via
Olavakkot. It thus taps up an area that has no
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